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NEWSPAPER CITES 
OFFIMESSK 

U.S.-Washington Post Talks 
on Article With Secret Data 
Called 6th Case in Year 
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By SAMUEL G. FREEDMAN 

The Administration's current discus- 
sions with The Washington Post about 
publication of an article based on clas- 
sified information mark the sixth time 
in the last 12 months that Government 
officials have pressed the newspaper to 
withhold or alter an impending article, 
Leonard Downie Jr., the managing edi 
tor of The Post, said Friday. 

In two cases, Mr. Downie said. The 
Post con^plied with the Administration 
and did not disclose the name of a fig- 
ure in an article because Adminstra- 
tion officials said identification would 
have endangered the person's life. 

Katharine Graham, the chief execu- 
tive officer of The Washington Post 
Company, said no decision would be 
made on the current article until Ben- 
jamin C. Bradlee, the executive editor, 
returned from a trip abroad. 

Mr. Bradlee was scheduled to arrive 
back in Washington this weekend, but 
Mr. Downie said no decision was immi- 
nent or would be made before this week 
at the earliest. 

Request Treated ‘Seriously' 

4 'They've made a request that's been 
made before," Mrs. Graham said. 
"It's a serious request, and we are 
treating it equally seriously." 

This instance differs from the previ- 
ous ones, however, because it is occur- 
ring against the backdrop of what Mr. 
Downie termed the Administration's 
"increasingly aggressive" stance 
against officials who leak classified in-, 
formation and newspapers and maga- 
zines that publish it. 

T he Director of Central Inte lligent 
William j. Casey, warned this month 
t hat he would consider prosecuting The 


. post if it pul 
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American i 
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Ame^cafT intellSence^ aBf itTes. In 
more general terms. Mr, Casev has 


T- . n—j— m. vaacv i 

threatened to bring charges against 
newspapers and magazines that pufr- 
ush classified information . 

The Administration has recently dis- 
missed officials in the State and De- 
fense Departments on accusations of 
leaking material to the Dress. 
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Secretary of State George P. Shultz 
on Friday ordered the dismissal of 
Spencer C. Warren, a member of the 
State Department's policy planning 
staff, for "an unauthorized disclosure 
of classified information to the news 
media." He was reported to have 
leaked a highly classified cablegram 
that was sent to Mr. Shultz last month 
by Frank V. Ortiz Jr., the American 
Ambassador to Argentina, criticizing 
the behavior of the House Speaker, 
Thomas P. O'Neill Jr., and other mem- 
bers of a delegation that visited Argen- 
tina. 

Pentagon Aide Dismissed 
Last month. Michael Pillahm^ an 
Assistant Under secretary of Defense, 
was dismissed after he reportedly 
failed to pass a polygraph test. He was 
suspected of having leaked to The Post 
and the syndicated columnists Row. 
land £van ? and Robert Novak in forma- 
tion that Mr. Casey naa gone toAngola 
to arrange for the covert shipment 
through Zaire of antiaircraft missiles 
to Jonas Savimbi’s insurgent Angolan 
forces. 
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a te with The New York Times or anv 
otfter news paper by providing informa l 
mm apout intelligence matter^ 

Mrs. Graham confirmed that "a 
whole series of exchanges" between 
Post editors and Administration offi- 
cials had occurred over the last several 
weeks regarding the article by Mr. 
Woodward and Mr. Tyler. Mr. Downie 
said the meetings had taken place at 
neutral sites — neither The Post nor 
Government offices — and had been 
augmented by telephone conversa- 
tions. 

"I think the Administration has a 
genuine concern," Mr. Downie said, 
"and all you have to do is look at the 
subject and you know why. 

“Mr. Caspy and n^ p| - senior Admin- 


istration officials hav e raised some 
strong nh 

lections that can’t 




. --Jt re lightly dis- 

missed. he said. “ And this very real 
threat to p rosecute has been made .” 

Administration officials have said 
the information obtained by The Post 
might have included some of the classi- 
fied data — about American systems 

used to intercept communications 

that Ronald W. Pel ton purportedly de- | 
livered to the Soviet Union. Mr. Pelton, ! 
a former employee of the National Se- I 
curity Agency, is now in jail awaiting 
trial on an espionage charge. 


Tries to Play Down ‘Contacts' 

Mr. Downie has in some ways tried to 
play down the discussions with the Ad- 
ministration, calling them "contacts" 
rather than "negotiations," the term 
White House officials have used in dis- 
cussing the matter. Mr. Woodward and 
Mr. Tyler, the reporters for the article 
at issue, have said they are not con- 
cerned about the discussions. 

It's the policy of this newspaper 


that we r re happy to hear from the A? 
ministration if tnev have some con- 
cerna^said Mr. Woodw ard, the assist- 
ant managing editor of T he Post and 
t he author of a coming book on the 

C U A ~ pgiisy ” 

He added that he did not believe the 
Administration’s concerns with the ar- 
ticle were justified by its content. 

Mrs. Graham wrote in The Post’s 
Outlook section in April: "I want to em- 
phasize that the media are willing to — 
and do — withhold information that is 
likely to endanger human life or jeop- 
ardize national security." 
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